
 

 

Day-of details 
November 1-3, 2019 

FRIDAY 
Gates open at 5pm 

Performances: 5:30-8:30pm 

Evening show featuring aircraft displays, aircraft performances and a finale fireworks show.  

SAT - SUN 
Gates open at 9am 

Performances: Noon - 4:30pm 

Thunderbirds fly SATURDAY and SUNDAY ONLY beginning at 3:00 pm. 

Exact performance schedules will not be announced as these times are subject to change. 

Please note: there are several factors that affect the schedule such as weather, aircraft 

concerns, and other circumstances beyond control of the Florida International Air Show.  

 



 

 

Florida International Air Show 

  

 

 

Performers 
 

    



US Thunderbirds 
 

  

Our Team 

Officers 

Click here for short biographies of the team’s current officers: 

http://afthunderbirds.com/site/members/Officers/ 

Since the team’s inception, 325 officers have worn the distinguished emblem of “America’s Ambassadors 

in Blue.” Through selfless dedication, a desire to excel and a constant commitment to improvement, 

these leaders have channeled their efforts into making the Thunderbirds what they are today. 

Every officer has a specific and crucial role in the broad Thunderbirds mission, and traditionally, officers 

assigned to the team adopt their number as their unofficial “call sign.” Eight of the 12 officers assigned 

to the team are highly experienced fighter pilots. Thunderbirds 1-6 fly in the air show demonstrations; 

Thunderbird 7 is the operations officer; and Thunderbird 8 is the advance pilot and narrator, 

coordinating last-minute logistical details at show sites and lending his voice to describe the maneuvers 

during the show. Thunderbirds 9-12 are support officers who perform expert medical, administrative, 

maintenance and public affairs functions. 

A Thunderbirds officer serves a two-year tour of duty. To ensure continuity and a smooth transition, 

three of the six demonstration pilots typically change each year.  Each officer must submit 

comprehensive career records and letters of recommendation in their applications, which are screened 

by the Thunderbirds commander/leader and Air Force senior leaders. All candidates who become finalists 

in the hiring process then accompany the team on a deployment for familiarization and first-hand 

evaluation by team members. Prospective pilots are also screened for flying experience and ability. 

Following the pilots’ semi-finalist interviews and deployment with the team, the Thunderbirds 

commander selects four to eight finalists to travel to the team’s hangar at Nellis Air Force Base, where 

each pilot candidate performs an evaluation flight in the backseat of an F-16D. These check flights 

consist of formation flying and some basic fighter maneuvers. The commander/leader evaluates the 

finalists and sends his recommendations through the chain of command, up to the commander of Air 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/performer-info/col-james-cookie-crum-air-boss
http://afthunderbirds.com/site/members/Officers/


Combat Command, before final selections are made. 

Enlisted 

Click here for short biographies of the team’s current enlisted 

members: http://afthunderbirds.com/site/members/Enlisted/ 

More than 120 enlisted personnel, representing nearly 30 career fields, form the backbone of the 

Thunderbirds. Enlisted team members are selected from units across the Air Force in a highly 

competitive hiring process. While each position has its various selection requirements, all eligible 

candidates must show a proven record of success and extensive job proficiency. 

Enlisted Thunderbirds must have served in the Air Force for at least three years before they can be 

considered for the team. If they are hired, they will typically serve between three and four years as a 

Thunderbird. 

Every new team member begins their Thunderbirds assignment learning about life as a Thunderbird, the 

team’s long and detailed history, its heritage, mission, and squadron-specific policies. 

The in-processing culminates in an oral exam where they are tested by their fellow Airmen on anything 

and everything related to the Thunderbirds. Once they complete the final test, the squadron commander 

rewards them with the Thunderbirds patch and coin. 

Showline 

The Thunderbirds Showline consists of 24 professionals in various aircraft maintenance specialties. They 

are selected before each demonstration season based on their job proficiency, dedication to duty, and 

overall attitude. For each Thunderbirds F-16 aircraft that travels, a crew chief and an assistant crew 

chief are assigned to it, ensuring their jet is always mission-ready. 

Civilians 

Civilians are also vital members of the Thunderbirds team. The air show coordinator, Mr. Michael 

“Teddy” Rux, builds the show schedule and then works with each show site to develop an itinerary of 

events. The commander’s secretary, Ms. Maureen Walker, assists the commander and executive officer 

with their administrative duties, as well as curating the popular Thunderbirds museum. 

  

For more information please visit: http://afthunderbirds.com/site/ 
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Dash Aerosports L-39 Albatross 

   

The Dash Aerosports L-39 is piloted by Scott Farnsworth. Scott’s obsession with aviation started as early 
as he can remember. Ever since his first flight in a small Piper aircraft on his 15th birthday Scott has 
passionately pursued everything that flies. Scott’s adventurous spirit led him into the Baja Bush pilot 
lifestyle while attending college in San Diego, CA. 
  
Spectators will be able to experience the next best thing to being in the cockpit with Scott. Through the 
use of 360 camera technology and VR goggles you’ll experience everything but the G forces when you 
strap into the Dash virtual reality simulator. The simulator trailer will be located inside the event site for 
those in attendance to experience first-hand! 
  

 

 

For more information please visit:  https://www.facebook.com/Dash-AeroSports-271999333325645/ 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Dash-AeroSports-271999333325645/


                                                                      
Patty Wagstaff 

 

To Patty Wagstaff the sky represents adventure, freedom and challenge. A six-time member of the US 
Aerobatic Team, Patty has won the gold, silver and bronze medals in Olympic-level international 
aerobatic competition and is the first woman to win the title of US National Aerobatic champion and one 
of the few people to win it three times. 

Patty, one of the world’s top airshow pilots, flies thrilling, low-level aerobatic demonstrations before 
millions of people each year. Her breathtaking performances give airshow spectators a front-row seat 
view of the precision and complexity of modern, unlimited hard-core aerobatics. Her smooth aggressive 
style sets the standard for performers the world over. 

Patty grew up in and around airplanes. Moving to Japan when she was nine years old where her father 
was a Captain for Japan Air Lines. Her earliest memories include sitting with her father at the controls of 
his airplanes. At ten years old when her father let her take the controls of his DC-6, her lifelong love affair 
with airplanes began. 

Patty's first experience with bush flying was not a positive one. The first airplane she chartered for her job 
crashed on take off, so Patty decided to learn to fly herself, hiring friend and later husband, Bob, to travel 
with her in his Cessna 185 floatplane. Since then she earned her Commercial, Instrument, Seaplane and 
Commercial Helicopter Ratings. She is a Flight and Instrument Instructor and is rated and qualified to fly 
many airplanes, from World War II fighters to jets. Patty's sister, Toni, is also a pilot for United Airlines. 

Patty's skill is based on years of training and experience and love of aerobatics. She is a six-time 
recipient of the "First Lady of Aerobatics" Betty Skelton Award. In July 2004, Patty was inducted into 
the National Aviation Hall of Fame and was the recipient of the National Air and Space Museum's Award 
for Current Achievement in 1994. Having received many awards for her flying, she is particularly proud of 
receiving the Airshow industry's most prestigious award, the "Sword of Excellence", and the "Bill Barber 
Award for Showmanship". Recently she was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Air Force 
AssociationIn March, 1994, her airplane, the Goodrich Extra 260, went on display in the Smithsonian 
National Air & Space Museum in Washington DC. You can see Patty's airplane and exhibit next to the 
Pioneers of Flight Gallery. 
 
Patty has trained with the Russian Aerobatic Team and has flown Airshows and competitions in such 
exotic places as South and Central America, Russia, Europe, Mexico and Iceland. She is a member of 
the Screen Actors Guild, Motion Picture Pilots Association, United Stuntwomen's Association, working as 
a stunt pilot and aerial coordinator for the film and television industry. 

From 1999-2006, Patty was Raytheon’s/Beechcraft (now Textron) demo pilot for their T6A/B Texan II 
military trainer and light attack aircraft, performing in international Airshows such as Paris, Singapore and 
Farnborough. Today she continues to coach their Demo Team. 

http://www.nationalaviation.org/
https://airandspace.si.edu/
https://www.afa.org/home
https://www.afa.org/home


Since 2001, Patty has traveled to Kenya to give bush, recurrency and aerobatic training to the pilots of 
the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) who protect Kenya’s elephants, rhino and other natural resources from 
poachers. 
 
From 2010 to 2012 Patty flew for Cal Fire as an Air Attack pilot in the OV-10 Bronco. Cal Fire pilots fly 
the OV-10 and the S2T Tanker out of 12 bases helping keep California safe and supporting firefighters 
on the ground. In 2013 she returned to Florida to start an aerobatic school, “Patty Wagstaff Aerobatic 
School” in St. Augustine, Florida, located at Southeast Aero, the U.S. Distributor for the Extra Aircraft and 
continues to fly airshows worldwide. 

Continuing a life of adventure, when she's not flying you can find her riding horses, hanging out with her 
Jack Russell Terriers and her parrot, Buddha; riding motorcycles, traveling, practicing yoga and writing 
about her experiences in aviation for her column "Let it Roll" in Plane and Pilot Magazine. 
 

PATTY IS PROUD TO BE SPONSORED BY: Bose Headsets, maker of the best noise canceling 
headsets in aviation; MT Propeller, maker of the best aerobatic propellers in the world; Barrett Precision 
Engines; Champion Aerospace, manufacturer of high-performance aviation quality spark plugs, 
harnesses and oil filters. She is also sponsored by Goodyear Tire Corporation, National Parachutes, 
Concorde Battery and Lord Corporation. Additionally, she is an ambassador for the Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots’s Association, AOPA. 
 
Patty Wagstaff Airshows, Inc. and Patty Wagstaff Aviation Safety LLC are based in St. Augustine, 
Florida. 

 
For more information please visit: https://pattywagstaff.com/ 
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Younkin Airshows 
 

 
 
  

Matt Younkin is a third generation pilot. He is the son of legendary airshow pilot Bobby Younkin, who is 
famous for his amazing aerobatic displays in the AT-6, Beech 18, Learjet 23, Samson, and Super 
Decathlon. Bobby is considered to be one of the greatest airshow pilots of all time. 
 
Matt is also the grandson of Jim Younkin who is well-known for designing the Century and Trutrak 
autopilots. Jim is also famous for his antique aircraft restorations, as well as building beautiful replicas of 
the 1930’s air racers such as the Howard “Mr. Mulligan” and the Travel Air “Mystery Ship.” 
 
Matt learned to fly at the age of 14 from family friend Ken Collier in a Piper J-3 Cub. At age 15, Chuck 
Irvin, the same instructor who taught Bobby how to fly, refined Matt’s piloting skills. On his sixteenth 
birthday, Matt soloed his grandfather’s 1928 Travel Air 4000 biplane. 
 
Matt is now proficient in over 85 types of airplanes ranging from the Piper Cub to the Boeing B-29, and is 
a fully rated flight instructor, equipped with CFI, CFII, and MEI certificates, and has over 5,000 hours of 
total flying time  
 
Matt is also an accomplished radio-controlled model airplane pilot. Like his father before him, Matt 
learned most of his aerobatic skills by flying R/C models and later refined them in the Super Decathlon. 
 
Bobby gave Matt two hours of aerobatic instruction which focused mainly on slow rolls. Bobby said, 
“Almost every aerobatic maneuver is based on a slow roll. If you can master the slow roll, you can 
master anything.” 
 
When Matt took the Decathlon out to perfect his slow rolls, he soon discovered that he could perform 
every maneuver that Bobby performed in the airplane, plus a few new ones of his own. 
 
Matt’s latest and greatest achievement is perfecting the world’s only night aerobatic display in the Beech 
18. Equipped with 17 spotlights and 12 strobes, the top airplane appears to glow in the dark while the 
bottom side twinkles violently. Combined with smoke, noise, choreography, and an incredible musical 
score, the Twin Beech Night Spectacular is one of the most sought after acts in the airshow arena. 
 
Matt is also performing the daytime aerobatic display in the Beech 18 that his father Bobby perfected so 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/performer-info/mowhawk-air-shows


many years ago. While lacking the intensity of the night show, this display has been described by many 
as “the most graceful and beautiful performance the airshow industry has to offer.” 
 
Bobby always said, “An airshow act must be unique and original to be successful. People come to 
airshows to see the impossible take place.” Matt is keeping the Younkin Airshows tradition going by 
performing unique aerobatics in precision aircraft and precision aerobatics in unique aircraft. 

 
For more information please visit: http://younkinair.com/ 
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Jim Peitz - Aerosports 
 

 

Jim is from Pierre, SD where his father taught him to fly in the 1970's. He began teaching himself 

aerobatics in 1992, and has since amassed over 14000 incident-free hours in over 100 aircraft types! His 

most recent addition to this impressive list is the P-51 Mustang. Jim was checked out in the storied 

aircraft by Mr. Mustang himself, Lee Lauderback. 

 

Jim is the recipient of the most prestigious award in the airshow industry, the International Council of 

Airshows Sword of Excellence. He has performed in a wide variety of airshow aircraft. His first "real" 

airshow airplane was the venerable Christen Eagle, which he flew for eight years, Followed by a 14-year 

run in an Extra 300L. He has been flying the F33C Beechcraft Bonanza for over 10 years. 

  

He believes that aviation is one of the greatest freedoms we enjoy in this country, and nobody probably 

enjoys it more than Jim. He flies his CERTIFIED aerobatic Beechcraft F33C Bonanza in an amazing 

demonstration that will leave all who see it completely mesmerized! The specialized Bonanza is capable 

of a wide range of aerobatic maneuvers including loops, point rolls, barrel rolls, snap rolls, Cuban eights, 

and hammerheads. 

  

Jim also owns and operates Mustang Aviation, a full service FBO, charter company and maintenance 

facility at the Pierre Regional Airport. Be sure to stop in and visit Jim when you are traveling across the 

region! Jim has his own aerobatic box right on the field. 

  

When he isn't flying airshows, operating Mustang Aviation or Alliance Aircraft Sales, Jim enjoys taking is 

Cessna 180 to the back country for some fishing or pheasant hunting in the hills of South Dakota. 

  

For more information please visit: http://www.jpaerosports.com/ 

 
 
 
 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/performer-info/rob-reider
http://www.mustangaviation.aero/
http://www.jpaerosports.com/


Alabama Boys 
 

 

 
Greg Koontz has been performing in airshows since 1974, when he joined Col. Moser's Flying Circus 

and learned his trademark maneuvers from the best in the business. This airshow season, Greg returns 

to his roots to bring back good old-fashioned family entertainment in the best flying circus tradition! With 

TWO complete airshow acts, Greg Koontz and the Alabama Boys are a complete airshow package! 

 

Xtreme Super Decathlon 

 

The Lycoming AEIO-360 engine with 180 horses, inverted fuel & oil systems and large wing allows for an 

up front and down low performance. Greg Koontz flies this popular plane through a solo aerobatic routine 

that demonstrates its agility with a full set of outside loops, vertical rolls, snaps & tumbles (not particularly 

in this sequence) and inverted passes. The grand finale is a down low, in the dirt inverted ribbon cut! We 

make it easy on the annoncer as well. Announcing Greg's maneuvers play-by-play is not necessary, and 

he will address the crowd from the cockpit during his routine. 

 

Alabama Boys / World's Smallest Airport 
 

Flown in the 1946 Piper J-3 Cub, this act begins as Greg - farmer Clem Cleaver - climbs up on the 
announcer's stand, demanding a flight lesson. Later in the show, he "steals" the plane and takes off 

alone, with his whole crew chasing. Grandpa shoots off a tire to get him down, and Clem lands on his 
pickup truck driven by Grandpa Fred as it races down the runway. 

List of characters: 

Greg Koontz - Clem Cleaver 

Fred Masterson - Grandpa Fred 

Bob the Instructor - Local talent 

 

For more information please visit: http://www.gkairshows.com/Newsite/Gallery/SuperD.html 

 

 

 

http://www.gkairshows.com/Newsite/Gallery/SuperD.html


Redline Air Shows 
 

                  
 

THE REDLINE AIR SHOWS  
AEROBATIC TEAM 

Ken Reider 

Ken was inspired at an early age to pursue aviation after seeing the Blue Angels perform at 

Cincinnati's Lunken Airport.  He is an aerobatic and multi-engine flight instructor and serves as 

flight-lead for the Redline Team.  
 

Shaun Roessner 

 

Shaun began flying as a teenager, attended Embry Riddle University and served 11 years in the US 

Navy flying the F/A-18 Super Hornet.  He joins Redline as wingman and hopes to inspire others to 

pursue their dreams.  

ABOUT THE AIRCRAFT 

 Redline aircraft are Van’s RV-8s.  They are 2 seat, tandem aircraft.  There are more than 8000 

Van's series aircraft flying worldwide. 

 The RV-8 is an extremely versatile aircraft, capable of speeds up to 230 miles per hour and can land 

short as slow as 50 miles per hour enabling them to access almost any airport.  

 The Redline planes have a 200 hp engine, and are equipped with Hartzell Advanced Structural 

Composite propellers. 

 These Redline airplanes have been to the Dominican Republic, Acapulco Mexico, all the way to 

Alaska and just about everywhere in between. 

For more information please visit: http://www.redlineairshows.com/  

https://www.floridaairshow.com/performer-info/redlineairshows
http://www.redlineairshows.com/


US SOCOM Para-Commandos 
 

 

The Para-Commandos are the US Special Operations Command's premier aerial parachute 
demonstration team.  They perform at high visibility events across the nation, informing the public about 
the US Special Operations Command; the command's mission, and the contributions our 70,000 plus 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines and Department of Defense Civilians are making across the United 
States and in more than 70 countries around the globe.  

The Para-Commandos are members of and representative of today's Special Operations Forces.  The 
Para-Commandos are comprised of active duty Special Operators, such as Army Special Forces, Army 
Rangers, Navy SEALs, Air Force Combat Controllers and Marine Raiders.  In addition, the Para-
Commandos have a number of support personnel, commonly referred to as Special Operations 
Enablers.  Our enablers come from all four services, and include reserve forces as well. 

The Para-Commandos tailor each performance to the individual venue, and can perform from as low as 
2000 feet above ground level to as high as 13,500 feet above ground level.  Depending on the venue 
and time of day, The Para-Commandos may jump flags, smoke, sparklers, or a combination of each into 
the event.  The Para-Commandos are proficient in both free fall and canopy formations; and specialize in 
landing on time and on target in front of the crowd!  

 

For more information please visit: https://www.socom.mil/Pages/para-commandos.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/performer-info/vampire-airshows
https://www.socom.mil/Pages/para-commandos.aspx


Jerry McCart - "Homewrecker" Jet Truck 
 

 

                      
 

Jet funny car, Wicked Willy and Jet Semi, Homewrecker racing team. Available to perform at NHRA, IHRA drag 

race events, Airshows and static displays. 

 

The “Homewrecker” Jet Truck is an F-650 and goes up to 374 miles per hour!   

 

To learn more please visit: https://www.facebook.com/McCart-Jet-Motorsports-982365911848682/  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/performer-info/homewrecker
https://www.facebook.com/McCart-Jet-Motorsports-982365911848682/
https://www.facebook.com/McCart-Jet-Motorsports-982365911848682/
https://www.facebook.com/McCart-Jet-Motorsports-982365911848682/
https://www.facebook.com/McCart-Jet-Motorsports-982365911848682/


GEICO Skytypers 
 

 

In 1940-1941, North American Aviation designed the SNJ as a transition trainer between basic trainers 

and first-line tactical aircraft. These planes served as the classroom for most of the Allied pilots flying in 

WWII. This aircraft has been recognized by many names; the T-6 Texan (Army Aircorp) and the Harvard 

(RAF), but was most affectionately known as the “pilot maker” by crew members. 

While made famous as a trainer, the SNJ won honors in WWII and in the early portion of the Korean 

War.   A total of 15,495 planes were manufactured training thousands of pilots across 34 different 

countries. 

The GEICO Skytypers Air Show Team flies the SNJ-2 version of the aircraft. This model has an enlarged 

180 gallon fuel tank allowing the aircraft to operate for more than four hours.  Other unique design 

elements of this particular aircraft include: a decrease of eight inches in the overall length, a larger round 

rudder,  and a free-castering tail wheel. Each plane weighs 5500 pounds and utilizes a 600hp Pratt and 

Whitney R-1340-AN-1, 9 cylinder radial engine. 

This remarkable and versatile aircraft was an evolution of the NAA’s BC-1 basic combat trainer. 174 BC-

1s were first produced in 1937 for the U.S. Army Aircorp.  These aircraft also utilized fixed landing gear. 

The BC-1 was designed by North American as a low-cost trainer with all the characteristics of a high-

speed fighter. While not as fast as a fighter, it was simple to maintain and repair, had more 

maneuverability and was easier to handle than previous models. A pilot’s airplane, it could roll, loop, 

spin, snap, and vertical roll. It was designed to provide the best possible training in all types of tactics, 

from ground strafing to bombardment to aerial dog-fighting. The aircraft also contained versatile 

equipment such as bomb racks, blind flying instrumentation, gun and standard cameras, fixed and 

flexible guns, and just about every other device that military pilots had to operate at that time. 

For more information please visit:  https://geicoskytypers.com/ 

 

 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/performer-info/caf-red-tail-squadron
https://geicoskytypers.com/


Wayne Boggs – Air Boss 

 
 

Wayne's love of aviation began at a young age and now has over 3000 hours as private pilot. His mother 
served as a Women's Auxiliary Service Pilot (WASP) during WWII. Her profession had a profound effect 
on his devotion to aviation. Wayne restored and currently flies the same type of plane (shown above), a 
1942 Fairchild PT-19 his mother used to instruct other pilots at the Embry Riddle. 
  
While attending Oklahoma City University, Wayne taught air traffic control at FAA Academy from 1979-
1981 and was a Basic Training Instructor and Advanced Instructor Training in 1979. He completed the 
Senior Executive service training with the FAA. 
  
As Chief of Staff for one of the Air Traffic Doctorates at Washington FAA Headquarters, an additional 
duty was the POC for Aviation Events. He supported the National Aviation Events Specialist in 
developing policy and guidance in updating the Flight Standards 8900, Air Traffic’s 7110.65, and 
Advisory Circulars 91.63, 90-93b and 91.93b. 
  
Wayne was the Great Lakes Regions POC for Air Traffic Operations and assisted Flight Standards for 
five years, in association with the Chicago Air and Sea Show. He was also the Southern Region’s 
Manager for Air Traffic Operations for all Aviation Events and Special Events (NASCAR, NFL Games 
and Sun ‘n Fun, etc.). 
  

As president and owner of Air Boss and Consulting International Inc, Wayne G Boggs is recognized as 
one of the top Air Bosses in the country. For over 25 years he has assisted in the production and 
execution of average 18-25 air shows each year. He is also the Managing Partner of John-Wayne Air 
Cavalry LLC. 
  
In January 2004 Wayne G. Boggs retired for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) with 40 total 
years of combined Federal service to the United States of America. The first 10 years serving in the 
United States Marine Corp (USMC) and last 30 years in the FAA air traffic control industry managing 
numerous FAA towers. 
  
Wayne serves on the Board or Directors for the Warbirds of America, International Council of Air Shows 
(ICAS) was Director of Operations and Safety for Sun ’n Fun in Lakeland, FL for many years. He has 
worked as an air traffic controller at Chicago O'Hare Terminal Radar Approach Control (C90), taught at 
the FAA Academy (FAAAC) and served as the Chief of Staff for the Air Traffic Systems Requirements 
Directorate in Washington, D.C. 
 

 For more information please visit: http://www.airbossconsulting.com/ 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/performer-info/chef-pitts
http://www.airbossconsulting.com/


Rob Reider - Air Show Announcer 
 

 

#1 Air Show Announcer in North America 

Rob Reider is the most sought-after announcer on the North American Air Show circuit. His talents 
have earned him the highest award in the air show industry, the International Council of Air Shows 
“Sword of Excellence.” A former Midwest television personality, Rob received 5 Emmy awards for 
his on-air performance and musical compositions. 

Rob announced his first air show in 1978 and made it his full-time vocation in 2006. Since then he’s 
announced over 250 shows from Maine to California to Japan. 

He’s known in the flying world as the on-camera host of the award-winning, Sporty’s Pilot Shops 
“Learn to Fly” videos. He’s an aviation educator who’s helped thousands of people around the world 
to earn their pilots licenses and advanced ratings. 

One of the highlights of his career was in 2015 when he was selected to narrate the “Arsenal of 
Democracy Capitol Flyover,” commemorating the end of World War II in Europe. At that event more 
than 50 vintage World War II aircraft flew over Washington, DC., honoring those who served and 
sacrificed for our freedom. 

2016 was also a banner year for Rob as he was tapped to be the voice of the Breitling Jet Team’s 
American Tour. Based in France, they are the largest civilian aerobatic team in the world flying jets, 
bringing the message of Breitling timepieces to air show audiences all over the world.  

This season, Rob will be on the road announcing nearly two dozen shows from coast to coast. He 
also serves as the narrator coach for the Navy Blue Angels, USAF Thunderbirds, and the US Army 
Golden Knights Parachute Team. 

His show business acumen, his encyclopedic aviation knowledge, his experience, and his 
excitement have put Rob Reider at the top of the list as the voice of many of the largest and most 
important air shows on the continent. 
 
For more information please visit: http://robreider.com/  
 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/performer-info/rob-reider
http://robreider.com/


MEET THE 

TEAM 
F I A S  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

 

SEATED LEFT TO RIGHT: PAM BROWN-TREASURER, RICKI MARKEL-CONCESSIONS, JESSICA MIETZ-RECORDING SECRETARY, LINDA GROTHER-

VOLUNTEERS, TRACY LEHN-PERFORMER HOSPITALITY  

STANDING LEFT TO RIGHT: STEPHEN LINEBERRY-MARKETING & MEDIA, MAJOR MIKE ANDERSON-SECURITY & PARKING, MATT LEHN-PERFORMERS 

& STATIC, DANA CARR-PRESIDENT, STAN SMITH-AVIATION, TIMOTHY MEYER-SPONSORS, DOUG WANROY-VICE PRESIDENT RED CAPS & LOGISTICS  

PHOTO BY STEVE LINEBERRY 

 

 



Dana Carr 

 

FAVORITE PLANE 

Loud and FAST! Any jet will do however the A-10's just look cool. 

 

Air Trek VP Director of Operations. Dana has been with Air Trek since its inception in 1978. An ATP pilot 

with more than 8,000 hours of flight experience, he is type rated in the Cessna Citation and holds Commercial 

Pilot single engine land and sea and Helicopter licensure by the FAA. 

Dana was approved by the FAA to serve in the required position of Director of Operations in 1984 and has served 

in that position for the past 28 years. He has been continually qualified as a pilot for Air Trek since 1979.  

Dana has served for 9 years as President and/or on the Board of Directors of the Professional Aeromedical 

Transport Association (PATA). From 1999 to 2008 he served on the Board of the Commission on Accreditation of 

Medical Transport Systems (CAMTS) as a representative from the National Aviation Transportation Association 

(NATA). Dana has been awarded the Certified Medical Transport Executive (CMTE) designation by the 

Association of Air Medical Services. He currently serves as an active member of the Air Charter Committee of 

NATA. 

In 2006 Dana was responsible for spearheading the development of Air Trek’s Safety Management System (SMS) 

which was one of the first to be accepted in the USA. Canada and European countries now require SMS for their 

aviation operators and soon it will be required in the U.S. As a result of Dana’s safety minded vision, Air Trek’s 

SMS has been in place for years. 

Dana’s main responsibility is overseeing daily operations and logistics of the company which can include multiple 

simultaneous operations both domestically and on other continents. 



“The Florida International Air Show has a special place in my 

heart with many family memories.” 

I have been involved in every Air Show since the 1st one in 1982, mostly as an on airport business helping with 

whatever was required for the show to go on. Our business and children grew along with the Air Show. To have 

been part of the TEAM who worked to bring back the Air Show in 2016 and fast-tracked to the 2018 Air Show 

President is indeed an honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pam Brown 

 

FAVORITE PLANE 

Stealth fighter & bomber 

 

Pam is originally from Syracuse, NY, where she worked for Carrier Corporation, Transicold Division, for 18 

years. She and her husband brought their sailboat from Lake Ontario, through the inter -coastal waterway, to Port 

Charlotte in 1996. She became Controller of the Charlotte County YMCA in 2002 and retired in 2005. She 

returned to that position in 2012 & retired yet again in 2015. In addition, she served as treasurer of the Y’s Men’s 

Club (a service club for the YMCA) for 10 years. 

Pam’s involvement in the Florida Int’l Air Show began as an assistant to the Director of Concessions in 2005. She 

continued working as Lead Rep for Concessions, responsible for bringing in specialty food vendors. In 2013 she 

joined the Board of Directors and currently serves as treasurer. 

“The air show board is a wonderful group of people who do 

wonderful things for our community. I love the reward for our 

hard work — it’s a great event.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ricki Markle 

 

FAVORITE PLANE 

Whatever one I am flying in! 

 

Ricki has lived in Port Charlotte for 30 years. Spent many years coaching youth baseball and softball with 

husband, John Markle. Also worked in mortgage banking for 30 years in Charlotte County. Proud to have raised 

our 3 daughters and foster son here. Favorite charities are Crossroads Academy for boys, and Habitat for 

Humanity. 

They started as volunteers for the Airshow in 2001 with their daughter’s softball team. Over the years, they have 

become more active in the airshow and have been spending more time and effort volunteering on the Concessions 

Committee. 

“Being a part of the FIAS is all about helping the local charity 

groups earn their donation money and providing an affordable 

family event in Charlotte county.” 

 

 

 

 



Major Mike Anderson 

 

 

FAVORITE PLANE 

Jets of course! 

Originally from Chicago, I moved to Charlotte County in 1987 and starting working for Public Works, I then 

moved on to the Sheriff's Office in 1989. During my time in the Sheriff's Office I have been fortunate to rise to my 

current level of Major in charge of the Bureau of Law Enforcement. I have a Master's degree in Criminal Justice 

Administration and a graduate of the FBI National Academy. I raised two wonderful daughters in Charlotte 

County and have 7 grandkids. During my 29 years in Law Enforcement I have worked both the Summer and 

Winter Olympics and traveled around the work for the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics. Some 

of the charities that I am passionate about include, Special Olympics, Habitat for Humanity and Big Brothers Big 

Sisters. 

I attended my first airshow in 1984 while visiting my parents who had just moved to Charlotte County. It was an 

awesome event and to be finally part of the team will make each show even more special.  

“I look forward to my grandkids coming to the Air Show each 

year to be as amazed as I was my first time.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Stan Smith 

 

FAVORITE PLANE 

F-4 Phantom, SR-71, and any other airplane with wings.  

Airplanes and type ratings: Boeing 787, 767, 757, 737, DC9, MD80, SD3-30, 727 FE King Air 200, Sabreliner 

40 & 65, Merlin I, Twin Otter Certified Flight Instructor: Single & Multi Engine Land Instrument and Advanced 

Ground Instructor. Director of Training for a Regional Airline, Flew for several large Corporations before going to 

the Airlines. Established and owned 2 Air Charter Operations Born and raised in York, Pennsylvania. Graduate of 

Penn State University with a Degree in Aerospace Engineering. 

Full time resident of Charlotte County…28 years Punta Gorda and 4 years Port Charlotte Married 41 years and 

wife, Linda, is also retired Captain with Continental Airlines and Flight Instructor Single & Multi Engine Land. 

One son: Charlotte High School & Florida State University Graduate. 

Currently President of the EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association) Chapter 565 at the Punta Gorda Airport and 

Warbirds Chapter 24 member. On the Advisory Committee for Punta Gorda Airports next 20-year Master Plan. 

Currently running for Charlotte Country Airport Authority Commissioner District 4.  

Free time!! Love: boating, kayaking, sailing, building an Air Cam & restoring older aircraft. 

“This a great event to support the charities of Charlotte County. 

Also it brings many people out to the Airport that may not 

normally come to the Airport.” 

 

 

 



Doug Wanroy 

 

FAVORITE PLANE 

Any WW2 vintage with the exception of the A10 as a jet era aircraft. 

Doug is a Realtor with Remax Harbor Realty here in Punta Gorda, and has been a Realtor for 28 years, he was also 

a Developer and Builder in Michigan before relocating to Punta Gorda in 2007 full time. Doug has been married 

32 years to his wife Marcia and has 2 beautiful daughters and 4 “furry grand children.”  

Doug started volunteering for the Punta Gorda Block Party, where he was approached for his logistic skills for use 

at the FIAS and volunteered as a Red Cap for 7 years before taking on the lead Red Cap role in 2017 and 

subsequently the “Red Caps facilities & logistics Director“.   

Free Time: Love boating, the beach, traveling and going to football games locally and the Big House  (GO 

BLUE!!)  

“I believe in our community, and the good we can do for the 

local charities through the FIAS. My goal is to provide a safe, 

friendly, family fun show for all ages.” 

 

 

 

 

 


